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s i m o n  m a n s b r i d g e

This month Simon gives us his opinion 
on a wide range of  topics, including the 
use of  pop-ups, Helicopter rigs, getting 
your bite indication right, and whether 

dissolving foam is an asset or a hindrance.
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your own baits or working with one of  
the excellent smaller bait companies, 
who will customise your bait, can be a 
real advantage. By using lighter boilies 
they sit nicely in the weed and a pop-up 
presented at a similar level can be deadly. 
It’s the same principle as using a heavy-
sinking hookbait when they are digging 
in the silt to feed. Target the hookbait to 
be at the same level as whatever else they 
are eating. Presenting the hookbait at the 
right level, depending on the makeup of  
the lakebed is important.

The other situation where I will always 
use a pop-up is when faced with fish 
showing in areas of  anaerobic silt. I have 
mentioned in the past that I have always 
found it almost impossible to get carp to 
feed heavily in these areas. Usually the best 
approach is a single pop-up presented a 
few centimetres above the silt, leaves and 
sticks, that these areas often contain. If  the 
bait is right on the fish and it is attractive 
enough, then sometimes it’s possible to 
get a bite really quickly. I don’t believe that 
these are feeding fish. They take this type 
of  single bait more as a reflex response 
or maybe just out of  curiosity. A single 
is much more effective in this situation. 
You have to resist the temptation to put 
out any free baits at all for it to have the 
best chance.

Last month I wrote about long Hairs 
that I favour for rigs using bottom baits. 
However, with pop-ups I prefer to floss 
the baits on and have no Hair at all. If  the 
rig is constructed to position the hook at 
an aggressive angle and the mechanics are 
set up to cause it to turn instantly and grab 
hold, then I have found that there is no 
need for a Hair. For most of  my pop-up 
fishing, I use almost the same rig as for 
my bottom bait fishing. This is basically a 
fixed Multi rig, that won’t slide, combined 

thin. The water supports these filaments 
and the weed has almost no substance 
underwater. It is only when it is taken out 
of  water that the filaments all collapse and 
stick together. A rig presented in silkweed 
can still work very well, but this is one 
situation where I like a pop-up presented 
as close as possible at the same height 
as the top level of  the weed. I tend to 
use lighter boilies for this situation and 
have extra shrimp meal or krill added. 
If  about 10% shrimp meal is used in my 
standard fishmeal bait, then it’s possible 
to make the boilies fairly slow-sinking. 
At 15% inclusion they float, so there is 
a fine line. This is an area where making 

Pop-ups 
There are some situations where pop-ups 
can be deadly and others where they seem 
ineffective. Many anglers opt for pop-ups 
when confronted with fishing in deep, soft 
silt. But, in my opinion, if  the silt is of  the 
healthy aerobic type, this is often a mistake 
because the carp spend most of  their time 
feeding deep in the silt, below its surface. 
A pop-up presented above the silt’s surface 
can simply be missed, but there are two 
situations where I do like to use pop-ups.  
Firstly, in areas of  silkweed and, secondly, 
in areas of  choddy, anaerobic silt.

Silkweed is usually low lying, just a few 
centimetres deep and uniformly covers 
areas of  the lakebed. It can be rich in snails 
and insect life and often carp love these 
areas. Many anglers worry about silkweed 
and try to avoid it, but if  you can get the 
presentation right then these can be very 
productive. More productive in fact than 
the clean and barren gravel areas that many 
people are so keen to find. When you 
drag a rig through silkweed and bring it 
in, the weed covers the rig and bait and it 
looks terrible. However, out in the lake it 
is totally different. Silkweed is a form of  
filamentous algae and contains millions 
of  tiny strands that are very light and 
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right: the only two 
pop-up rigs that i 
use these days.

below: A big 
mirror caught on 
a single pop-up 
dropped right on 
a fish that had 
showed. Sometimes 
singles can be 
deadly because few 
people use them.

bottom: my 
favoured loop knot 
at the ring swivel 
end of my chod rig.

073-078_A letter To A Small Island - Simon Mansbridge_CW325.indd   2 06/09/2017   11:56



 Carpworld o c t o b e r  2 0 1 7 75

with an aggressively angled shrink-tube 
Line Aligner. I remove my usual long 
supple Hair from the rig ring and floss 
the hookbait directly on. The coated braid 
is stripped back to the point where I put 
the split shot or counterbalance weight. I 
also adjust the length of  the hooklink to 
try to allow just a small amount of  vertical 
movement of  the bait, as the carp sucks 
it in, before the weight of  the lead comes 
immediately into effect.

The only other rig that I use occasionally 
is a Chod. I use this in a couple of  
situations; firstly, if  there is low lying weed 
of  variable height and I can’t find an area 
of  pure silkweed. Secondly, when faced 
with fishing at very long range into shallow 
water with multiple weed species in the 
area. In this situation, it becomes increasing 
difficult to feel for the all-important drop. 
If  there is a strong crosswind then things 
get even more difficult and sometimes a 
Chod is a good way to be more certain 
that you are still presenting a bait in an 
effective way. When using a Chod, I have 
found that a loop in the bristle filament at 
the ring swivel end allows it to spin and 
catch hold much more effectively than 
relying on the rotation of  the swivel that 
is required with a fixed knot. I also prefer 
to fish Chods naked and directly on the 
main line as opposed to a leader.

For all pop-ups I prefer them to be a 
little over-balanced as opposed to critically-
balanced. Big carp shift a lot of  water as 
they move around and critically-balanced 
baits can tend to waft around unnaturally.

One last point that I think is very 
important, especially when fishing in any 
areas of  weed, silt, leaves, or other debris, 
is to never try to move the lead after it has 
landed. Particularly in silkweed, this will 
almost guarantee to ruin the presentation. 
When the lead lands, I go to great lengths 
to ensure that I never move it. Some 
anglers get tempted to pull it just slightly 
to see if  the area is clear, or to unplug 
it from silt, but this is usually a mistake.

Helicopter Rigs
My first choice is to use a lead clip setup, 
occasionally I do fish Helicopter setups 
and this is especially the case for fishing in 
or over weed. I prefer to fish Helicopter 
rigs naked. I only use this type of  setup 
in the weed, so like to drop the lead as 
quickly as possible after hooking a fish. 
Once the lead is gone, your chance of  
landing a fish in thick weed is definitely 
improved. For this reason, I like to use 
either a Korda Helisafe system or one 
of  the excellent plastic Drop Out Chod 
Safety Clips from Gardner. This is used 
inside a Helicopter hood sleeve with a ring 
on the end of  the main line to attach the 
clip. The light version of  the clip releases 
the lead with 3lb of  tension and, in most 
cases, this is perfect. If  casting more than 
medium range though, a Helisafe is the 
better option. 

I always use a Line Saver bead above the 
lead system. This tapered bead allows the 
hooklink’s ring swivel to slide down onto 
it once a fish is hooked and eliminates the 
chance of  the ring swivel cutting sideways 
through the main line if  the fight is long 
and heavy.

The only type of  top beads that I use 
these days are the excellent Korda No 
Trace Beads. Make sure that the tapered 

stopper that slides onto the main line is 
mounted with the taper facing downwards 
towards the lead. The ring swivel can then 
easily slide onto it and push the bead off  
in the event of  a tethered fish. Because 
the bead is slotted, it then simply falls off  
the line and allows the ring swivel to pass 
over the stopper and up the main line. 

When fishing a Helicopter, I like to 
feather the cast down just before the 
lead hits the water and sink it on a tight 
line feeling for the drop as it lands. If  
the top bead is anything more than a few 
centimetres up the main line I try to sink 
the line from the lead back to the swim 
by holding the rod up. This is instead of  
the common practice of  putting the rod 
tip under the water and forcing it to sink 
more quickly from the rod end as well. 
If  you sink the line from the rod end and 
the lead end then it sinks more quickly but 
leaves it slacker because there is an upward 
facing arc of  line in the middle that takes 
longer to sink. When you later tighten this 
up, it can move the hooklink slightly and 
in weed this can cause it to hook up and 
destroy the presentation

Bite Indication
This is an area where I see many anglers 
struggling when fishing Lac Serreire, and 
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below: A big 
mirror that only 
signalled a couple 
of bleeps on the 
bite alarm. the 
more riggy the 
water, the less 
one-toners you 
can expect.

bottom: my 
preferred naked h 
elicopter rig with 
Korda No-trace 
top bead, line 
Saver bottom 
bead and helisafe 
lead system.
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position. When the wind reduces then I 
remove weights. No one bobbin is right 
for all situations. The bobbin weight, line 
tightness and indicator sensitivity all need 
to be fine-tuned as the situation for each 
rod changes throughout a session. 

If  the line tightness is not causing it to 
stretch, it is sunk in a straight line to the 
rig, the bobbin weight is set to ensure that 
it sits about halfway between the rod and 
its potential lowest point and the alarm 
sensitivity is high then the efficiency of  
the setup will be good.

Bobbins which have clips that stop the 
line passing through them as opposed 
to ball-clips, will increase the sensitivity 
even more. For longer-range fishing, the 
springer-type bobbins, again set up at the 
about the mid-point of  their potential 
travel, are an excellent option.

Unless you are fishing very close range, 

I don’t recommend using fluorocarbon 
when fishing in silt. We see people fishing 
long range with heavy fluorocarbon lines 
in soft silt and experiencing extremely 
poor bite indication. The problem is that 
the heavy line plugs itself  into the silt and 
the longer the rig is left out, the worse 
it becomes. Then friction between the 
line and the lakebed stops all but a full-
blooded run from registering. For long-
range fishing over silt or weed, a fairly 
neutral buoyancy monofilament line is 
best. A line with lower stretch will also 
be better for long range.

I generally fish with my clutch or 
baitrunner a lot tighter than most anglers. 
I know that one-toners on the alarms are 
nice and with a tighter clutch this doesn’t 
really happen unless you are fishing close 
in, but a tight clutch, where the fish can 
only just take line, ensures that the hook 
is pulled deeper in and creates better hook 
holds in my experience. 

Another area where we see many anglers 
struggle is the concept of  fishing locked-
up near to snags or lily pads. There are 
plenty of  common mistakes that cause the 
loss of  fish in this situation. Firstly, people 
forget about line stretch and fish too close 
to the snag in the first place. Monofilament 
line has typically at least 5% stretch, then 
fishing 1m off  the lilies at 100m range 
is going to mean that almost every fish 
hooked is lost. The second problem is that 
people underestimate how far and fast carp 
can kite to the side. Fishing beyond a set 
of  pads or parallel and down the side of  
a line of  pads is difficult, and the distance 
away from them to be safe is almost always 
underestimated. Another very common 
mistake is to fish the clutch or baitrunner 
tighter than usual but still not tight enough. 
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right: For long-
range or snag 
fishing set your 
bobbins at about 
the mid-point of 
their potential 
travel so that they 
can pull up or down 
signalling a bite.

below: Another 
winter mirror 
caught fishing 
locked-up to snags. 
it’s essential to 
fish the clutch 
absolutely tight 
and not give an 
inch of line.

it costs people fish almost every week. 
In general, I am not a fan of  super slack 

or super tight lines. If  the line is extremely 
slack then, unless you are fishing very close 
in, the bite indication will be inefficient. 
On tricky waters this will cost you fish. 
If  the line is too tight with the bobbin 
already right at the top, just under the rod, 
then the fish can easily kite. When kiting 
they can move big distances while simply 
increasing or decreasing the amount of  
line stretch as they go, without causing any 
movement at the rod end and no indication 
on the alarm. The line becomes like a very 
long bungee. We witness people fishing 
at long range, winding in in the morning 
and finding that their rig has been moved 
up to 40yds during the night without so 
much as a bleep. This is because their line 
was very tight, their bobbin was too light 

and it was already at the top.
It may be obvious, but for most bite 

alarms to signal a bleep, the line needs 
to move either forwards or backwards 
through them. Therefore, a bobbin that 
is set a few inches below the rod, so that it 
can move both upwards and downwards, is 
better than a bobbin right at the top on a 
tight line with a tight clutch or baitrunner. 

The further out I fish, the tighter I 
like to fish my line, but never so tight 
that it has started to stretch. As I fish 
further out, I add weights to my bobbins 
to allow the line to be tighter, but always 
maintaining the position or drop below 
the rod where they can move upwards 
and downward, the mid-point of  their 
potential travel is correct. If  a crosswind 
becomes stronger, and the line starts to 
want to bow out left or right, then I add 
weights to the bobbins to maintain their 
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It should allow absolutely no line at all to 
be taken. Lastly, the bobbins are often too 
light and fished right at the top next to 
the rod. This allows for no line movement 
at all and therefore zero bite indication. 

When fishing locked-up next to snags, 
the idea is very simple. If  you fish a 
distance off  the snags that is greater than 
the amount of  potential stretch in the line, 
and you don’t allow the fish to take any line 
at all, then the fish will power off  towards 
the snags, the line will become extremely 
tight and the fish’s own momentum will 
pull its head around to the left, right or 
upwards in the water. The harder the fish 

pulls, the more it pulls itself  away from 
the direction of  the snags. The result will 
be that it kites away left or right in front 
of  the snags or sometimes creates a huge 
boil right over the spot as it comes up in 
the water.

If  you make the mistake of  giving even 
a small amount of  line, then the carp will 
build up momentum towards the snags 
and become impossible to stop. Giving no 
line at all is the only way that this works. 
If  you are not used to this then it seems 
strange the first few times and you have 
to have the confidence to stick with the 
plan. The bites and the first few seconds 
when a fish is hooked are brutal, but after 
just a few seconds you will find that you 
are in control and the fish is simply kiting 
along the front of  the snags. 

The line should then be fished tight to 

the spot with no backlead. The rod should 
be positioned on bank sticks that are solid 
and the rear butt rest should be one of  
the types that grips the rod securely. I 
also always put the butt ring in front of  
the buzzer to stop the rod being pulled 
forwards. The rod should be angled slightly 
upwards and must be pointed directly at 
the spot with no sideways angle between 
the line and the rod tip. The bobbin should 
be heavy enough to always maintain a 
position a few inches below the rod with 
some upwards movement possible. This 
is essential to allow the alarm to bleep, 
and every bleep needs to be investigated.

When fishing like this, there will be a 
flurry of  bleeps as the indicator pulls up 
to the rod and then no more. As long as 
the rod is pointing slightly upwards, it will 
be pulled down tight into the alarm and 

this will eliminate the risk of  it getting 
pulled off  the alarm. When there are few 
bleeps then a quick check of  the rod tips 
will usually confirm that it is indeed a bite. 
The rod needs to be picked up very quickly 
and if  you are fishing at any sort of  range, 
then take a few steps backwards to lead the 
fish further away from the snags. Walking 
back is faster and applies the pressure more 
steadily than winding and pumping the 
rod. Once a safe distance off  the snags, 
the clutch can be loosened and the fight 
continued as usual.

It is essential to use very strong line and 
hooks when fishing like this. Locked-up 
fishing for big carp will test the angler 
and the gear to the limits. Line should be 
new, thick and regularly checked for any 
damage. Hooks should be of  thick wire 
and strong. The angler’s mind-set has to 
be right for this to work. Total confidence 
in the gear and the concept of  locking-up 
is essential. It’s tempting to give some line 
when a fish is first hooked, but this almost 
always results in a loss. In actual fact, it is 
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top: Dawn on lac 
Serreire. the most 
important time 
to be watching 
and not a time 
to be zipped up 
in the bivvy.

Above leFt: i 
prefer fishing 
under just a 
brolly whenever 
possible to allow 
the best chance of 
seeing or hearing 
even the most 
subtle of shows. 

Above right: 
An example of 
what lies beneath 
the surface when 
you are fishing to 
lily pads. Fishing 
100% locked-up 
is essential.
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almost impossible for the fish to snap the 
main line in this situation in anything but 
very close-range situations. The stretch in 
the line and the cushioning effect from 
the rod will never allow anything to snap. 
Rehearse in your mind what you are going 
to do and then calmly stick to the plan.

It goes without saying that you have 
to be right on your rods for this type of  
fishing. There is no place at all for being 
away from the rods or in the bivvy with 
the door zipped down at night. If  you 
want to zip the door down then move the 
rod further away from the snags at night. I 
personally never zip my bivvy down closed 
as it reduces how much you see and hear 
and ultimately costs you fish.

Finally, when snag fishing, remember 
that it is better to have one take and one 
landed fish, than ten takes and no landed 
fish. Only ever fish for bites where you 
are almost 100% certain that the fish can 
be landed. It is not good for the angler, 
the carp or the fishery when fish are lost 
in snags as this is the most common way 
that they suffer major mouth damage when 
ripping themselves off  the rig. 

Dissolving Foam
A lot of  anglers worry about leaves and 
other debris on the lakebed and the risk of  
the hook impaling itself  on something as 
it lands. In an attempt to prevent this risk, 
it’s common for a piece of  dissolving foam 
to be pinched on to mask the hookpoint 
before the rig is cast or dropped from a 

boat. In my opinion, this does not really 
help solve the potential problem. The lead 
sinks and hits the bottom, but the hook 
and bait is left suspended vertically above 
the lead due to the buoyancy of  the foam. 
When the foam melts and floats away, 
the now bare hook and bait still land on 
the bottom unprotected, pretty much the 
same as they would have done without the 
foam. They are held vertically above the 
lead, if  the hooklink is supple, this also 
causes them to land almost on top of  the 
lead once the foam detaches itself. The 
only advantage is the foam floats up to 
the surface and can help as a visual marker 
for a few moments before it drifts away.

Most of  the time, if  you cast a rig, feel 
the lead down and feel a reasonable drop, 
then there is no need to fear that the hook 
will catch on anything. As long as you are 
very careful not to move the lead after it 
lands. But if  the area is particularly dirty, 
and the risk of  impaling the hook is high, 
then I use a very small PVA stick. This is 
based on the smallest diameter PVA that 
I can find, about 10mm. I make small 
sticks, also about 10mm long, and these 
are threaded onto the hooklink sideways 
to keep the PVA knots away from the 
hook. The knots can take longer to melt, 
especially in cold water. I slide them all the 
way down the hooklink from the lead clip 
end and then pull the hookpoint right into 
them before attaching the hooklink to the 
lead clip via a quick link. They are only 
about the length of  the shank of  the hook 

and cause almost no loss of  distance. The 
stick mix that I use is very finely crumbed 
boilie mixed, approximately 40/60 with 
desiccated coconut. There should be 
no large pieces in the mix that could 
become impaled on the hookpoint. The 
desiccated coconut is very buoyant and, 
if  you get the mix right, you can get the 
rig to sink slowly down onto the lakebed 
after the lead has landed. This means that 
the hook is totally protected by the stick 
as it lands lightly on the bottom and this 
is totally different compared to the usual 
foam system. The PVA soon melts and 
the desiccated coconut just floats away. 

When fishing in this way, cast to the 
clip stopping the lead just above the 
water, this pushes the PVA stick out 
beyond the lead and you can often see 
that it is not tangled. Feel the lead down 
on a tight line always feeling for the drop. 
Once it has landed, never move it. The 
stick also reduces the risk of  the Hair 
tangling and by sinking everything on 
a tight line, the hookbait usually lands 
slightly behind the lead and not on top 
of  it. The boilie crumb will usually be 
eaten by silver fish in a very short time, so 
in this setup it is not used for attraction, 
simply to protect the hook as it lands. 
This way the presentation will be perfect 
almost every time.

Next month I will move on to the topic 
of  cold-water fishing and planning for 
the winter ahead. CW
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below: A 50lb+ 
mirror caught in the 
depths of winter, 
one of my favourite 
times of year.
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